NML 351H History Writings 26L or “The Politics of Prophecy”

Meets:  Mon. and Wed. from 10 a.m.-12 (noon); BF 323
Instructor:  Dr. Rachel Adelman

Office Hours:  Wednesdays 12:30-1:30 p.m. (or by apt.), 4 Bancroft Ave. (BF) 310.
Email: adelmanr@gmail.com
Telephone:  416-946-3418
Description of Course:

This course involves an in-depth study of selected biblical narratives from the Book of Samuel and Kings, concerned with the early prophets and their fraught relationship with the monarchs of ancient Israel:  Samuel and Saul, Nathan and David, Elijah and Ahab, Isaiah and Hezekiah, as well as others.  The primary focus will be on honing text skills in reading the Hebrew Bible, with special emphasis on Hebrew syntax and word-play, as well as the overall structure of the narrative.  We will also explore the question of the historiography of the Bible:  how does the biblical narrative portray the events that led to the exile of the Northern Kingdom?  How do versions of the same story within the Books of Samuel and Kings compared with the Chronicler’s History?  In addition to preparing the Hebrew texts, we will be reading several modern literary critics on the Bible such as Robert Alter, David Polzin and Jan Fokkelman, as well as others.

Prerequisite: NMC230Y1/NML150Y1

Course Requirements and Evaluation:
1.  Participation 20%. Attend class and participate in discussion of the Hebrew texts, with follow-up discussion on the “Blackboard” website..  You must prepare a translation from the Hebrew for each class period of the biblical passage under discussion, and be prepared for any features, perceived difficulties.  In addition, you are required to read weekly secondary sources.   Most of the secondary readings (articles/selections from books/commentary) will be found on the “Blackboard” website.

2.  Skills development assignments: 40%.(6 over the course of the semester): 

a) reading the biblical map; b)  comparative versions and translations; c) using the BDB/concordance effectively; d)  identifying literary motifs (terms and application); e) what can archeology teach us? f) comparing parallel versions of the same story within the Bible.

3. Finish one 10-15 pages research paper 40%. Must analyze some issue of interpretation centered on a passage and/or critical issue from the texts studied in class. Use and discussion of Hebrew in the paper is expected, as is reference to appropriate secondary sources.  Proposal for paper topic and preliminary bibliography  due Nov. 5th.  Final draft due in my box 1 week after the final day of the term (Fri., Dec 14th; 5% day penalty for lateness).
Syllabus

Week One:  The Antecedents of the Monarchy (Sept. 10th and 12th)

#1- Introduction:  The Bible as “Sacred History”

Primary Reading: Jud. 8:22-9:21, Gideon Refuses Kingship

Secondary Reading:  Robert Alter, “Sacred History and the Beginnings of Prose Fiction”, from The Art of Biblical Narrative, p. 23-46;  K.L.Noll “What is History?” (chapter 1, p.31-57) and “What is History in the Perception of the Ancients” (chapter 3, p. 58-82) from Canaan and Israel in Antiquity – An Introduction, New York:  Sheffield Academic Press, 2001. DS121 .N65 2001 (Ro, T, K)

For a critique of Robert Alter [optional] read Phillips Long, “History and Fiction:  What is History?” in Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation, ed. ed. Moisés Silva; Grand Rapids: Zondervan 1997, p. 319-337. BS476 .L64 1994 (R, V)

#2-The Concubine of Gibeah and the Civil War

Primary Reading: Jud. 19-21 and Gen. 19.

Secondary Reading (optional):  Phyllis Tribel, “An Unnamed Woman:  The Extravagance of Violence”, from Texts of Terror, Philadelphia 1984, p. 65-91.

Assignment #1:  Reading the Biblical Map (due Sept. 17th)
Week Two:  Samuel, the Last Judge (Sept. 17th and 19th)

#1-“The Annunciation Scene”

Primary Reading: I Samuel 1-2; compare with Gen. 18:1-16, Judges 13, Luke 1-2.

Secondary Reading:  Robert Polzin,  “Hannah and Her son:  A Parable” from Samuel and the Deuteronomist, chapter 1, p. 18-36.

#2 –“The Ark Narrative”

Primary Reading: I Samuel 3-4 and II Sam. 6

Assignment #2:  Comparative Versions of the Text (Qumran, Syriac, Aramaic Targum, Septuagint and MT ) (due Sept. 24th) [To be done in Havruta or as a group assignment]
Week Three:  The Election and Rejection of Saul (Sept. 24th and 26th)

#1-The Request for a King

Primary Reading:  I Samuel 8 and Deut. 17:14-20
#2 – The Inauguration of the King

Primary Reading: I Sam. 9-10:16 and I Sam. 10:17-end.
Secondary Reading: Moshe Halbertal and Avishai Margalit “Idolatry and Political Authority” in Idolatry, p. 214-235.

Assignment #3:  Using the Concordance/BDB for Key Words/Leitmotif (due Oct. 1st)

Week Four:  The Double Rejection of Saul (Oct. 1st)

#1  Primary Reading:  I Sam. 13 and I Sam. 15

David M. Gunn, “Sin and Tragedy” in The Fate of King Saul: An Interpretation of a Biblical Story, Sheffield, 1980 p. 23-56.

Assignment #4 (instead of class on Oct. 3rd): literary motifs (terms and application) (due Oct. 10th)
 Week Five The Rise of David (Oct. 10th, no class on the 8th (Thanksgiving))
#1  The Rise of David

Primary Reading:  I Sam. 16.

Secondary Reading: Jan P. Fokkelman, “The Alternative, I Sam. 16:  David anointed, his arrival at court”, from Narrative Art and Poetry in The Books of Samuel--The Crossing of Fates, Vol. II, p. 112-140.
Week Six:  (Oct. 15thth and 17th)

#1 Saul and the Witch of Ein Dor

Primary Reading:  I Sam. 28:3-25.

Secondary Reading: Simon, Uriel, “A Balanced Story:  The Stern Prophet and the Kind Witch”, from Prooftexts 8 (1988): 159-171

#2  How are the Mighty Fallen?  Two Version of Saul’s Demise

Primary Reading: 1 Sam. 31 and II Sam. 1.  Coda:  II Sam. 21:1-14

Additional Readings:   Selections from Macbeth & Tchernikovksy’s poem “Ein Dor”

Secondary Reading (optional):  Cheryl Exum, “Rizpah”, Word and World vol. XVII (1997), p. 260-268.

Week Seven:  The United Monarchy:  Introducing “the Chronicler” (Oct. 22th and 24th)

#1 Jerusalem:  The City of David?
Primary Reading:  I Sam. 5-6, I Chron. 11:4-9.

#2  The Story of the Census

Primary Reading:  I Sam. 24 and I Chron. 21 

Secondary Reading: 

Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman , The Bible Unearthed : Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of its Sacred texts, p. 4-24, p. 123-145.
And the critique:


William Dever, “Excavating the Hebrew Bible, or burying it again?” in 

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research; (2001), p. 67-77.
Assignment #5:  What can archaeology teach us? (due Oct. 24th)

Week Eight:  Sin and Repentance (Oct. 29th and 31st)
#1 Why David cannot build the Temple

Primary Reading:  I Sam. 7; I Chron. 22:9-10 and 28:3.

Secondary Reading: “The Modern Interpretation of Nathan’s Oracle” by P. K. McCarter, in II Samuel (Anchor Bible Series), p. 210-231.

#2  1 David’s Sin and Nathan’s Rebuke

Primary Reading:  I Sam. 11-12

Secondary Reading:  Meir Sternberg, “Gaps, Ambiguity and the Reading Process” (in The Poetics of Biblical Narrative, Bloomington 1987, p. 186-229. (for Oct. 31th)

Week Nine:  The Succession Narrative and Solomon’s Apostasy (Nov. 5th and 7th)
#1 The Succession Narrative & Solomon’s Apostasy

Primary Reading:  I Kings 1-2 and I Kings 11-12

Secondary Reading (optional):  Adel Berlin, “Character and Characterization” in Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative, Winona Lake 1994, p. 25-32.

#2 Jeroboam  and The Anonymous Prophet of Beit El

Primary Reading:  Deut 13:1-6, 18:15-22, I Kings 12:22-13:33; and II Kings 23: 15-18.

Secondary Reading:  Uriel Simon “I Kings 13:  A Prophetic Sign – Denial and Persistence”, in Hebrew Union College Annual 47 (1976), p. 81-117.

Proposed Topics for Papers due Nov. 5th (1 paragraph & preliminary bibliography)
Week Ten:  Elijah and Ahab (Nov. 12th and 14th)

#1  Elijah on Mount Carmel

Primary Reading:  1 Kings 17-18

Secondary Reading:  Seger, Joe D.  “Limping about the Altar”, in Eretz-Israel 23 (1992), p. 120-127.

#2 Naboth’s Vineyard

Primary Reading:  I Kings 21

Week Eleven:  Isaiah and Hezekiah (Nov. 19th and 21st) 

#1 Sennacherib’s Campaign to Judah

Primary Reading:  II Kings 18:13-19:37

Secondary Reading: M. Cogan and H. Tadmor, “The Biblical and Assyrian Accounts of Sennacherib’s Campaign Compared”, in II Kings (The Anchor Bible), p. 246-252.

#2 The Reversal of the Sun--Hezekiah's Repentance and Revival 

Primary Reading:  2 Kg. 20, Isaiah 38, and 2 Chron. 32:24-26
Commentary:  Josephus and Abarbanel

Assignment #6:  Intertextuality – Comparing Versions within the Bible (due Nov. 21st)

Week Twelve:  The Prophet and the Prophetic Mission (Nov. 26th and 28th)

#1 The Election and Initiation of Prophet

Primary Reading:  Isaiah 6, Jeremiah 1, Ezekiel 1-3 
#2  The Purpose of Prophet

Primary Reading:  Jeremiah 19:14-20:6
Secondary Reading:  Yochanan Muffs, “Who Will Stand in the Breach? A Study in Prophetic Intercession”, in  Love and Joy: Law Language and Religion in Ancient Israel, New York, 1992, p. 9-48 .

Week Thirteen:  (Dec. 3rd and 5th)

#1  The Reign of Zedekiah:  The Fall of Jerusalem

Primary Reading:  II Kings 24:18-25:21 and Jeremiah 52:1-27

Final Paper Due Friday, December 14th.
Bibliography (not final!!!):

Alter, Robert, The Art of Biblical Narrative, Basic Books, New York, 1981.  BS1171.2 .A45 (R/K/St.M/St.A/T/V)

Alter, Robert, The David Story, W.W. Norton & Co., New York and London, 1999.  BS1323 .A48 1999X (R/V/St.A)

Amit, Yairah,  History and Ideology: An Introduction to Historiography in the Hebrew Bible (The Biblical Seminar 60; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999). [not available at U of T – can we order it?]
Bar Efrat, Shimeon, 1 and 2 Samuel:  With Introduction and Commentary (in Hebrew), Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1996. [not available at U of T – can we order it?]
Bar-Efrat, Shimeon, Narrative Art in the Bible, Academic Press, 1997.  BS1178 .H4 B3513 1997 (V); or T. & T. Clark, 2004 BS535 .B36 2004 (R).
Berlin, Adel, Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative, Eisenbraus, Winona Lake Indiana, 1994.  BS535 .B47 1994 (R/K/St.A)

Buber, Martin, The Kingship of God, Harper and Row, New York 1967.  BT94 .B813 1967B (R/V)

Cogan, M. and Tadmor, H., II Kings – A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, Doubleday & Company Inc., New York 1988.  BS192.2 .A1 1964 .G3 [v. 11] (K/St.M/St.A/Rg/T/V)

Dever, William “Excavating the Hebrew Bible, or burying it again?” in  Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research; (2001), p. 67-77.

Exum, Cheryl, Tragedy and the Biblical Narrative, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, England 1992. BS1199 .T69 E98 1992 (R/T/V)

Finkelstein, Israel, The Bible Unearthed:  Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of its Sacred Texts, Free Press 2001.  BS621 .F56 2001 (R/K/St.M/T/V)

Fokkelman, Jan P., Narrative Art and Poetry in The Books of Samuel, 4 vols. (1981-1993), Assen:  Van Gorcum, 1986.  BS1325.2 .F64 (R/St.M/V)

Gunn, David M., The Fate of King Saul: An Interpretation of a Biblical Story”, Sheffield, 1980. BS580 .S3 G8 (K/St.M)

Halbertal, Moshe and Margalit, Avishai, Idolatry, Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, 1992.  BL485 .H34 1992 (R/V)

Heschel, Abraham J., The Prophets, JPS New York 1962. BS1505.2 .H4 (R/V/T/Rg/St.M/St.A)

Kalimi, Isaac, “Jerusalem – The Divine City:  The Representation of Jerusalem in Chronicles Compare with Earlier and Later Jewish Composition”, in The Chronicler as Historian, ed. M. P. Graham, Sheffield:  Sheffield Academic Press, 1997.  BS1345.2 .C47  (K)

Long, Philips, "The Art of Biblical History" in Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation, ed. Moisés Silva; Harper Collins, 1996, esp. “History and Fiction”, p. 319-337). BS476 .L64 1994 (R, V)

McCarter, P. Kyle Jr., I Samuel and  II Samuel – A New translation with Introduction, Notes and Commentary (The Anchor Bible), Doubleday & Company Inc., Garden City NY, 1984. BS192.2 .A1 1964 .G3 [v. 9] (K/Rg/St.A/St.M/T/V)

Newsome, James D., A Synoptic Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles, Grand Rapids, Baker, 1986).  BS1205.5 .S74 (Rg/T)

Noll, K. L., Canaan and Israel in Antiquity – An Introduction, New York:  Sheffield Academic Press, 2001. DS121 .N65 2001 (Ro/T/K)

Polzin, Robert, Samuel and the Deuteronomist, Harper and Row, San Francisco, 1989. BS1325.2 .P65 1993 (K/Rg/V)

Simon, Uriel, “A Balanced Story:  The Stern Prophet and the Kind Witch”, from Prooftexts 8 (1988): 159-171.  [Journal/electronic resource]

Simon, Uriel “I Kings 13:  A Prophetic Sign – Denial and Persistence”, in Hebrew Union College Annual 47 (1976), p. 81-117. [Journal; V/R/K]
Sternberg, Meir, The Poetics of Biblical Narrative, Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 1987.  BS535 .S725 1985 (R/K/St.M/T/V)

Trible, Phyllis, Texts of Terror, Fortress Press, Philadelphia 1984.  BS575 .T74 1984 (R/Rg/St.A/St.M/T/V)

Vaughn, Andrews G., Jerusalem in Bible and Archaeology : the First Temple period, Society of Biblical Literature, 2003. BS1199 .J38 J38 2003 (R, St.M, T, V)

Code for libraries:  R =Robarts, Rg = Regis, St.A = St. Augustine’s Seminary Library, St. M = St. Michael’s, T = Trinity, V = Victoria.  

Ancient Hebrew Language Resources and Other References:

Oxford Bible Atlas, by Curtis, Adrian, Oxford University Press, 2007.  BS630 .O96 2007 (V) 

Carta's comprehensive Bible atlas [electronic resource—CD Rom] (T)

The Carta Bible atlas (4th edition), by Aharoni, Yohanan. G2230 .A2 2002 (T/V)

For Comparing Translations and Versions of the Text: 

Accordance Bible study software for the Macintosh [electronic resource] (T)
LXX = The Septuagint with Apocrypha:  Greek and English, Grand Rapids, Mi: Zondervan Publishing House, 9th printing 1982.

See:  http://septuagint.org/LXX/index.html
The Vulgate (Latin translation), Bibliorum Sacrorum iuxta Vulgatam Clementinam, Nova Editio (Vatican 1959) or Biblia Sacra : iuxta Vulgatam versionem, Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1983.  See Douai Bible http://www.ccel.org/c/challoner/douayrheims/dr.html, and <http://www.biblegateway.org/languages/index.php?language=latin&version=VULGATE>.
The Peshitta,  The Old Testament in Syriac according to the Peshitta Version, 11 Leiden, 1977.
Aramaic:  A. Sperber, The Bible in Aramaic, Vol. II The Former Prophets, Leiden:  E. J. Brill, 1959. for English, see Targum Jonathan of the Former Prophets¸ by Daniel J. Harrington, and A. J. Saldarini, Edinburgh: T.& T. Clark, 1987.

To compare English translations use:   www.blueletterbible.org,
Primary Lexica and Concordances:

-“The B.D.B.” Brown, F., S. R. Driver, and C. A. Briggs. 1979. The New Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew-English Lexicon.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson. PJ4833 .B68 1996x (R, E, K, T)

-Koehler, L., W. Baumgartner, and J. J. Stamm, Eds. 1994-2000. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. Leiden: Brill. PJ4833 .K61813/ BS 440 .K6413 (R, K, Rg, T, E)

-“The Concordance” Even-Shoshan, A. and J. Sailhamer. 1989. A New Concordance of the Bible: Thesaurus of the Language of the Bible, Hebrew and Aramaic Roots, Words, Proper Names, Phrases and Synonyms. Jerusalem: Kiryat Sefer. BS1121 .E934 1989 (R, K, T, Rg)

Primary Reference Grammars:

Joüon, P. 1993. A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew. Edited and revised by T. Muraoka. 2 vol. Rome: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico. PJ4567 .J7613 (R, Rg,T,E)

Kautzsch, E. 1910. Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar. Oxford: Clarendon Press. PJ4564 .G5 (R, Rg, T)

Merwe, C. H. J. v. d., J. A. Naudי, and J. Kroeze. 1999. A Biblical Hebrew Reference Grammar. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press. PJ 4567.3 .V36 (R, K, T, E)

Meyer, R. 1992. Hebräische Grammatik: Mit einem bibliographischen Nachwort von Udo Rüterswörden. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. PJ4567 .M45 (T)

Waltke, B. K. and M. O'Connor. 1990. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Winona Lake, IN:  Eisenbrauns. PJ4707 .W35 (R, Rg, SM, T, E, K)
For Bibliography in the Historical Books see:

http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk
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