“All About Eve” – NMC482H1S
Meets:  Wed. from 3 - 5 p.m.; BF (NMC) 316
Instructor:  Dr. Rachel Adelman

Office Hours:  Wednesdays 12:30-1:30 p.m. (or by apt.), Bancroft Hall (BF) 309.
Email: adelmanr@gmail.com
Description of Course:
In this class we will explore the biblical account of Eve’s creation and the sin in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2 and 3), and its afterlife in the Pseudepigrapha of the Second Temple period, the writings of the Church Fathers, Gnostic sources, and Rabbinic Midrashim.  We will focus on the role of woman in ‘the Fall’, and discuss the dialectical relationship between body and spirit, seduction and free will, sin and return, and how these dynamics are cast in terms of gender in the different sources. 

Prerequisite: None, though facility with reading Hebrew recommended.

Goals of the Course:

1) To read the biblical text carefully, with an eye to discovering the “exegetical gap” or “hook” upon which the interpreter may base his or her reading.

2) To introduce traditions of interpretation, their respective literary forms, and historical context:  exegetical midrash (e.g. Genesis Rabbah), the “Re-written Bible” of the Pseudepigrapha (e.g. Jubilees), philosophical and theological teachings of the Church Fathers, wisdom literature (e.g. Ben Sirah), and narrative midrash (e.g. Avot deRabbi Natan, Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer). 

3) To compare different theological underpinnings in the interpretation of texts in Gnostic, Christian and rabbinic traditions, and study how they may have engaged with one another.

4) To address the question of “feminist hermeneutics” – how do contemporary feminist readings of Genesis 2-3 engage with or disengage from the ancient exegetical traditions.

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

Evaluation is based on class participation (20%), weekly summaries/reflections and informal writing assignments for our course “discussion board” on Portal “Blackboard” (20%); class presentation (20%), and one major research paper (40%).  

Readings: All texts for the course, including both primary and secondary sources, will be found at the U. of T. website “Blackboard”.  PLEASE BRING A BIBLE TO CLASS EVERY SESSION. (If you can handle the Hebrew, bring a bilingual edition).

 Class Sessions:

Each class will entail preparation of primary and secondary sources, and a short written response as follow-up to the class to be posted on the course “discussion board”.  Students are also invited to respond to what they’ve read and others’ comments on the “discussion board”. The classes will be run in a seminar fashion, guided by two or three central questions on the texts under discussion.  The last two or three classes will be devoted to student presentations.

Suggested Purchases:

1) Daniel Boyarin, Carnal Israel, University of California Press, 1993.  
2) Elaine Pagels, Adam, Eve and the Serpent, Vintage Books, 1989.
3) Kristen E. Kvam, Linda S. Schearing, & Valarie H. Ziegler, eds.  Eve and Adam: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Readings on Genesis and Gender, Bloomington/Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1999 [from hereon Eve and Adam].
4) Robinson, James M., ed.  The Nag Hammadi Library in English.  Revised ed.  Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1988; reprint ed., HarperSanFrancisco, 1990 [from hereon, NHL] -- BT1390 .C4313  (Vic-Em/Tri); or The Gnostic Scriptures, trans. and annotated by Layton Bentley, Garden City, N.Y.:  Doubleday & Co., 1987  BT1390 .G494 (Rob/Knox/Tri/Vic-Em/Vic-Prat/St.M/St.A).  See also: :  http://www.gnosis.org/naghamm/nhl.html
Syllabus
1.  Creation 1 and 2 and Rabbinic Sources, Jan. 9th

Primary Sources:  Genesis chapter 1 and 2; Genesis Rabbah 8:1, BT Berakhot 61a and BT ‘Eruvin 19a, Plato’s Symposium (Aristophanes’ speech)

Secondary Sources:  Phyllis Bird "Male and Female He Created Them", Harvard Theological Review 74 (1981):129-159.

Robert Alter, “Composite Artistry”, in The Art of Biblical Narrative, p. 140-146.

2.  The Creation of Woman – According to the Church Fathers, Jan. 16th

Primary Sources: Eve and Adam, p. 128-155; Christian sources on the significance of Eve having been created later:  Ephesians 5:22-6:10, Colossians 3:18-4:1, Titus 2:4-10, I Peter 2:13-3:12; most importantly (Paul) I Timothy 2:11-15.

Eve as derivative of the rib:  Philo’s Questions and Answers on Genesis, Ephrem of Syria, Commentary on Genesis 1:29, Jubilees 3:8.

Secondary Sources: James Kugel, Traditions of the Bible, p. 85-86; Wayne A. Meeks, “The Image of Androgyne:  Some Uses of a Symbol in Earliest Christianity,” History of Religions 13 (1974): 165-208; M. D. Goulder, “Exegesis of Genesis 1-3 in the New Testament”, Journal of Jewish Studies 43,2 (1992) 226-229.
3. The Story of Lilith—“Adam’s Ex”, Jan. 23rd

Primary Sources:  Genesis Rabbah 18:4 (also 22:7), (4 Q510) Songs of the Sage 1:5 (mentions “Liliths” as demonic spirits, (11Q11) Apocryphal Psalm col. 1:4-5, Jubilees 3:6, 8, Alpha Beta d’Ben Sirah (or The Alphabet of Ben-Sira), from Rabbinic Fantasies, ed. David Stern, p. 167-202, esp. p. 183-184, notes 35-37.  Lilith also appears in Hebrew: Esenstein’s Otsar Midrashim, 1915; re-printed, Israel 1969, 1:43-50, and The Chronicles of Yerahmeel, chapter 23 and 26,

Secondary Sources: Eve and Adam, p. 204-205, James Kugel, Traditions of the Bible, p. 113-114, Joshua Trachtenberg, Jewish Magic and Superstition, 1939, preprint N.Y.: Atheneum, 1970, on Alpha Beta d’Ben Sirah see Eli Yassif, Sippurei Ben Sira [Hebrew], Jerusalem:  Magnes 1984 (BM530 .Y37 -- Rob)
4. The Sin in the Garden, Jan. 30th  

Primary Reading: Genesis 3 and selections from Genesis Rabbah (exegetical midrash), Avot deRabbi Natan (versions a and b) Chapter 1, and Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer Chapter 13; & Hesiod’s Theogony and Work and Days.

Secondary Sources:  Daniel Boyarin, “Different Eves:  Myths of Female Origins and the Discourse of Married Sex”, in Carnal Israel, 1993, p. 77-106; Lachs, S. T., “The Eve-Pandora Motif in Rabbinic Literature, Harvard Theological Review 67 (1974): 341-345. OPTIONAL:  David Stern, “Rhetoric and Midrash: The Case of the Mashal,” Prooftexts 1(1981): 261-91. Daniel Boyarin and David Stern, “Exchange on the Mashal,” in Prooftexts 5 (1985) 269-80.

5.  Satan and the Serpent, Feb. 6th

Primary Sources: Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer, chapter 13;  Milton’s Paradise Lost, Book 1.

Secondary Sources:  See also the sources in Kugel, “The Serpent was Satan”, in Traditions of the Bible, p. 98-100; Elaine Pagels, The Origin of Satan, p. 35-62; Lachs, S. T., “Serpent Folklore in Rabbinic Literature”, in Jewish Social Studies 27 (1965), p.167-184; Golda Werman, Milton and Midrash, p. 42-74.

6. The Sin in the Garden of Eden and the Consequences, Feb. 13th 

Primary Sources: Genesis 3:14-21, BT ‘Erubin 100b, Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer Chapter 14 (“Nine Curses”, Avot deRabbi Natan (versions a) Chapter 1 (“Ten Curses”), Romans 1:18-25.  

Secondary Sources:  Kugel, Traditions of the Bible, “A Day of God’s” p. 70-71, and “Death in a Day”, p. 94-95, Ginzberg, Legends of the Jews, vol. 1, p. 61, vol. 5, p. 82-83, n. 28;  

7.  Is Eve Culpable? Feb. 27th  [The Week of Feb. 20th is READING WEEK]

Primary Sources:  Jewish:  Sirach 15:11-20, 17:1-11, 25:16-26; Avot deRabbi Natan chapter 1 (version a and b); Christian:  I Tim. 2:8-15; Gnostic:  The Life of Adam and Eve, 1:1-3:3 (for a synoptic version comparing Vitae and ApocMos see Anderson, 2004, p. 246-251).
Secondary Sources: Gary A. Anderson “The Culpability of Eve: from Genesis to Timothy”, in From Prophecy to Testament, ed. Craig A. Evans, Hendrickson Publishers (2004), pp. 233-251.

8.  Was sexuality pre- or post-lapsarian? A look at Genesis 4:1, March 5th
Primary Sources:  Jewish:  The events during twelve hours of the Sixth Day – LevR. 29:1 (ed. Margulies, p. 669), PesR 46:2 (Friedman, 187b, Braude, p. 791), ARNa 1 (Schechter, p. 5, Goldin, p. 11) and ARNb 1 (Schechter p. 8, Saldarini, p. 37); and ARNb 42; PRE 11, BT Sanhedrin 38b; in GenR 22:2; Rashi on Gen. 4:1; Christian:  The Acts of Paul and Thecla.
Secondary Sources:  G. A. Anderson, “Celibacy or Consummation in the Garden:  Reflections on Early Jewish and Christian Interpretations of the Garden of Eden”, HTR 82 (1989), p. 121-48; Elaine Pagels, Adam, Eve and the Serpent, p. 3-31.

9.  Christian and Jewish Polemics on “Original Sin”, March 12th
Primary Sources: Jewish:  4 Ezra 3:21-22, 4:30, 7:118 (also: 4:30-32, 7:48); “Sinai as Tikkun” in BT Yavamot 103b, BT Shabbat 145b-46a, Avodah Zarah 22b; Christian:  1 Corinthians 15:21-22, Galatians 3:27-28, Ephesians 4:22-24, Colossians 3:9-11, 

Secondary Sources: S. Cohon, “Original Sin”, HUCA XXI (1948), p. 275-330.  Gary Anderson, “Celibacy or consummation in the Garden?  Reflections on Early Jewish and Christian interpretations of the Garden of Eden”, HTR 82:2 (1989), 121-148.

Paper Topics & preliminary bibliography due

10. Repentance in the Life of Adam and Eve, March 19th
Primary Sources:  Selections form The Life of Adam and Eve, and Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer Chapter 20. 
Secondary Sources: Gary A. Anderson, “The Penitence Narrative in the Life of Adam and Eve”, in  Literature on Adam and Eve, 2000, 3-42. 
11.  The Gnostic Sources, March 26th  
Primary Sources: The Hypostasis of the Archons (from The Nag Hammadi Library, pp. 161-169); On the Origin of the World (from The Nag Hammadi Library, pp. 170-189).  Gospel According to Philip, (see Eve and Adam, p. 110-112); and The Gnostic Scriptures, p. 341.  

Secondary Sources:  Elaine Pagels, “Gnostic Improvisations on Genesis”, in Adam, Eve and the Serpent, p. 57-77.  Altmann, A.  “The Gnostic Background of the Rabbinic Adam Legends”, Jewish Quarterly Review 35 (1945), p. 371-91.
13.  Student Presentations, April 2nd  
14.  Student Presentations, April 9th  

Suggested Topics for Papers/Presentations:
1) Adam and Eve in Christian iconography

2) Choose a text we have not done in class and present that reading of the Genesis narrative and its relationship to the other texts studied.  Examples:  Josephus, Jewish Antiquities; The Genesis Apocryphon (from the Qumran); the Gnostic source “The Cave of Treasures”, Targum Pseudo-Jonathan (Aramaic), etc…

3) The Story of “the Fall” from Eden in Islamic sources, see Eve and Adam, p. 179-203.

4) Take another passage from Milton’s Paradise Lost, and trace his sources and analyze his literary/theological motives.

5) Choose one of the feminist articles – Mieke Bal, Ilana Pardes, Phyllis Trible or your suggestion – and analyze its agenda, how it engages with the biblical text.

6) Explore an “exegetical motif” (Kugel’s term) such as “What Kind of Tree?” or “Curses Reversed” (see Kugel’s Traditions of the Bible), and compare various readings of this motif.   
7) Choose a modern poem, essay, novel and show how it engages with the biblical text, see Eve and Adam, p. 371-481.

8) Mary as the 'New Eve'.  See J. Pelikan, Mary through the Centuries, New Haven:  Yale University Press, 1996, especially ch. 3, “The Second Eve”, p. 39-54.
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